19.  “HISTORY ITSELF IS THE JUDGMENT OF GOD”
Section V:
THE PLAN REINFORCED
Biblical Basis:
Old Testament passages dealing with God’s judgment.
Objective:
To teach class participants that God issues His judgments in history as an 
instrument to correct His people and to bring about His purpose.
INTRODUCTION

The nation of Israel had been dispersed by Assyria.  Her people were scattered and absorbed into other nations. Now the nation of Judah also had been smitten, her cities burned, her land ravaged, and her people carried off into exile.  What was God doing?  Had God abandoned the covenant promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob?  Why would He allow nations more wicked than His own people to put His elect into bondage?
As the people questioned and wondered, again it was the prophets of God who spoke to clarify what it meant for a nation to be God’s covenant people.  Keep in mind the role of the prophet.  First of all, it was to call a wayward people back to their destiny to be a blessing.  Second, the prophet’s role was to give God’s people hope by pointing ahead to a coming Messiah.

In today’s lesson, we discover a third role of the prophets.  They also interpreted for the people what God was doing in the midst of their suffering and calamity.  Instead of declaring that God had abandoned them, they proclaimed that God genuinely cared for them.  Judgment in history was God’s instrument of correcting His wayward people and He used it to bring about His plan and purpose.  Through the prophets we discover that history itself is the judgment of God.
I.  BASIC PRESUPPOSITIONS OF THE PROPHETS

A.
God has a divine plan for the world.


1.
How would you go about showing that God does indeed have a plan and purpose for 



this world?  (Gen 1:27-31; 3:15; 12:3; Ex 19:4-6)


2.
If God does have a plan, what does that tell you about history?  (Eph 1:9-10)

B.
God is directly involved in history.


1.
According to the prophet’s message, how ought nations to conduct themselves and 



what happens to those who violate God’s moral laws?  (Deut 16:20; Psa 82:3; 



Amos 5:24; Zech 7:8-14)


2.
From the Scriptures, it becomes apparent that God’s judgment of His people in 



history can be expected because of the covenant relationship.  In your understanding 



of God’s covenant with Israel, why is it that God’s judgment ought to be expected?  



(Ex 19:4-8; Deut 30:15-20; Psa 89:28-37)
II.
THE PROCEDURE OF GOD’S JUDGMENT
The judgment of God according to the prophets is a definite reality.  But the questions arise:  How and when does judgment come?  What is its purpose?


A.
Judgment in the future.


1.
Israel was nourished by the faith that even as God judged them one great act of 



judgment, known as the Day of the Lord, was coming at the end of the age.



What do you learn about that day from the following passages:




a.
Psalm 96:10-13




b.
Ezekiel 7:7-10; 30:3




c.
Amos 5:18-20




d.
Zephaniah 1:14-18



2.
The New Testament supports this understanding.  Every man will keep a divine 



appointment before the judgment seat of God and will be asked to give an account of 



his life.  (Heb 9:27)  What do the following verses tell you?



a.
John 5:19-29 (23-24)



b.
Matthew 25:31-46 (34-36)



c.
II Corinthians 5:10; Romans 14:10-12




d.
Revelation 20:11-12, 15

B.
Judgment in the present.


1.
God has given His divine laws in order to show how to live in relationship with God, 



self and others.  How is God’s judgment described when individuals disregard God’s 



laws?



a.
Isaiah 3:9-11




b.
Jeremiah 2:18-19




c.
Jeremiah 4:18




d.
Psalm 107:17-19



2
Remember Exodus 20:5.  What happens when  parents don’t take their own actions 



and activities seriously?

C.
Judgment through events in history.


1.
God is not, as some would like to think, merely a spectator in the arena of man’s 



affairs.  What are some great acts recorded in the Old Testament that reflect God’s 



judgment?  (Gen 6:5-7, 11-13; Ex 7:3-15; Ju 2:11-14; II Ki 17:6-9)



2.
Can you think of contemporary situations in which God has used events in history to 



bring His judgment upon godless ventures?
III.  THE PURPOSE OF JUDGMENT

A.
Negative in purpose.


There is a very important link between judgment and righteousness.  God will not permit 


the unholy ambitions of a few to jeopardize His plans.  He does not wink at sin, nor 


minimize its seriousness.  Read the following scriptures and indicate what brought on 


God’s judgment.



1.
Numbers 12:1-15


2.
Numbers 16:1-3, 31-35


3.
Jeremiah 5:26-29


4.
Habakkuk 1:5-7, 12; 2:6-8

B.
Positive in purpose


What are some of the positive aspects in judgment?


1.
Psalm 76:8-9


2.
Psalm 51:3-4


3.
Psalm 119:67-68, 71


4.
Proverbs 3:11-12


5.
Isaiah 1:18-20; 4:2-6



6.
I Peter 4:12-19



7.
Revelation 9:20-21

CONCLUSION

To speak of God as judge, then, is to insist that history has a moral meaning – that when people do wrong, they do not “get away with it.”  The time comes when everyone will stand before Him and will be held accountable.  Human life and history are in the hands and destiny of a righteous God.  If people defy Him, they can expect to suffer the consequences.  God’s judgment in history has a purpose behind it which is redemptive.  Judgment is a kind of shock treatment which God employs to bring erring people and nations to their senses, and ultimately it vindicates the righteousness of a Holy God.
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